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a'90sq m (941sq ft) two-bedroom, two-bathroom apartment;
above, In Valencia's old city centre Is on the market through
Spain & Property for €31.2,000
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| BuyinginValencia

Conor’s homes in Spain, from the coast to the countryside

Frances O'ROURKE

‘When Skerries man Conor Wilde met &
young Spanish student in Dublin 14 years
ago, he had no plans to become a real
estate agent, Or to move to Spain. B
1t for the past six yeurs, heand thar stu-
dent - now his wife Susana - have run
their own real estate agency in the city of
Yalencin, and'are just opening a second
gjﬂim in Monserrat, 25 miles west of the
1y,

Their sgency, Spain & Property, sells
‘apartments in the city of Valencia and
villas ~ country houses inland from the
coast with swimming pools, ormange
groves - to mainly English but now an
inereasing mumber of Irish buyers.

1ts stock Is a mix of second-hand and

off-plan properties costing from under

€200,000 to €400,000-plus, although he
bas handled houses in the: €3 million-

plus range. o ]
€200,000 will buy a 15-year-old

240sqm (2,583sq )| three/four-bed-

room house on a good-sized plot afland
inland - or a two-Bedroom apartment in
the beautiful old town of Valeneia city.

What 32-year-ald Wilde and his com-.

pany offer clients, he sayy, is a very per-
sonal touch which includes after-sales

M':n:r of the firm's ¢histomers are

people young and old relo-
cating to Spain and
needing advice - from how
to find an independent
golicitar, to an architect, to
a doctor, where to' find
schools for the children
and so on. 1 have a team of
12 who wark with me,” he
says, and they will help cus-
tomers with all these mat-
lers. i

Others are people
looking for holiday homes,
some simply for an invest-
ment. Properties, in
Valencia city or along the
coast are tieing rapidly in
valte at the moment os the
ity prepares o host'the
#Americas Cup  waorld
yachting event in 2007
owners. of properties
should have no trouble renting them.

People buyiog Hotises inland will be
ble to rant for part of the yesr, but
couldn’t bank on rentals to cover repay-

Wilde ds @ fan of his new home: he
rayes about the beauty of th:::"tey of
Valencia, with its old walled town, ts cul-
ture, modern transport systems, its
safety, ts authentic Spanish-ness com-

the brighter ap oach

The oid eity of : ol
gardens and a swimming pool with a separate baby pool for €479

paréd to plages nearby on the coast
ruined by onrd;wmt. and its fun.
And properties if , he:says; are sl
in easy reach of the coast, bur very dif-
ferent from torist resort properties,

He smiles wearily when asked about
the problems of “Valencia lnnd grab”,

prominent in the minds of muny English
and Irish boyers because of publicity:

ibout people whose houses have been

Valencla, above left; right, a five-bedroom villa In

exproprinted by Valencia nuthorities:

~ Yes, hesays, it is a question he gets
asked all the time, and basically, he has
two answers to the question of whether
it's safe to buy property in Valencia: one
is that buyers should always go for lund
soned urban, and the second is to get an
independent solicitor to handle the
details of the sale.

But he points out that the land-grab

Maoiiserrat, 25 miles west of the city, which has landscaped
,950, also for sale through Spain & Property

issue is curently before the European
Parllament . He points out, however, that
all buyers should get qualified solicitors
‘wiid surveyors — a8 they would at home.

Ryanair now f(lies directly from
Dublin to Valincia, making buying a hol-
lﬂ home there mote feasible than previ-
ousty.

@ Www.spainindproperty.com



